Multiple uterine rupture and crushing injury of the fetal skull after blunt maternal trauma. A case report.
Multiple pelvic fractures and explosive-type uterine lacerations occurred in a previously healthy 17-year-old primigravida involved in a motor vehicle accident. The fetus suffered a crushed skull and was completely extruded with the placenta from the uterus. Treatment was complicated by severe disseminated intravascular coagulation with secondary fibrinolysis. Thrombelastography enabled us to rapidly evaluate the patient's coagulation status and to monitor her response to goal-directed therapeutic interventions (surgery, specific blood product therapy and epsilon-aminocaproic acid).